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INSIDE  N.l. 

MEMBERSHIP  CHAIRMAN'S  REPORT 


July  1982  Applications  for  Membership:  The  following  persons  have  ap- 

plied for  membership.  If  no  written  objections  are  received  by  Septem- 
ber 1,  1982,  their  membership  will  become  effective  on  that  date. 

1937- MT  Donald  T.  Hawthorne 

(World  Crowns,  Norse  Coins) 

1938- MT  Paul  E.  Garland,  2006  Lake  Village  Drive,  Kingwood,  TX  77339 

(Dealer  in  World  Paper  Money) 

1939  Dennis  A.  Dawson,  186-44-8518,  HHC , 5th  Signal  CMD  (DCSLOG) , 
APO  New  York  09056 

(Proof  & Uncirculated  Sets,  Silver  Commemorative  Medals, 
Uncirculated  World  Banknotes) 

1940-MT  Gerry  D.  Rammer,  c/o  Hemisphere  West,  P.  0.  Box  8170,  Waco, 
Texas  76714 

(Portugal,  Mexico  8 Reales,  Greece,  Canada  Large  Cents) 

***** 


LIBRARIAN’S  REPORT 

I.  Our  thanks  for  Frances  Ross  for  the  donation  of  the  following  book: 

SIMONETTI,  LUIGI.  Monete  Italiane  Medioevali  e Modeme.  Vol.  1. 

Casa  Savoia.  Part  I.  da  Oddone-Conte  (1056)  a Carlo  Emanuele, 

I Duca  (1630).  Pub.  1967,  483pp,  illus . 

II.  The  following  book  has  been  purchased  from  funds  donated  to  the 
Library : 

COOLE,  ARTHUR  BRADDAN.  Eneylclopedia  of  Chinese  Coins.  Vol.  7. 
Earliest  Round  Coins  of  China.  Pub.  1981,  483pp,  illus. 

Granvyl  G.  Hulse,  Jr. 

NI  Librarian 

***** 

CALL  FOR  NOMINATIONS  FOR  OFFICERS  FOR  THE  1983-1984  TERM  OF  OFFICE 


As  required  by  Article  IV,  Section  1.  a.  of  the  By-Laws,  we  are  issuing 
a call  for  nominations  for  the  offices  of  President,  Vice-President, 
Secretary,  Treasurer  and  TWO  At-Large  Directors  to  serve  for  the  cal- 
endar years  of  1983  and  1984. 

All  nominations  must  be  in  writing  to  the  Secretary  and  will  be  ac- 
cepted throughout  the  month  of  August,  1982. 

The  Secretary  will  contact  all  nominees  to  secure  their  acceptance  and 
ascertain  that  they  will  agree  to  meet  the  requirements  of  the  office 
for  which  they  have  been  nominated. 
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Ballots  will  be  mailed  to  the  membership  in  October,  1982  and  shall  be 
returned  and  tabulated  as  directed  by  the  Board  of  Governors. 

***** 


FRANK  CAGGIANO , NI  #1694 

Member  Frank  Caggiano  passed  away  several  weeks  ago  at  the  age  of 
56.  He  was  a prolific  writer,  rarely  missed  publishing  an  article 
in  the  GENA  (Great  Eastern  Numismatic  Association)  publication, 

THE  LAMP.  Frank  served  two  terms  as  GENA  president  to  1980  and 
was  GENA  Chairman  of  the  Board  at  the  time  of  his  death. 

He  will  be  missed  by  all  who  knew  him  and  those  who  read  his 
articles . 


********************************************************************** 


INFORMATION,  Please 

Here  we  have  a thin  Brass  token  of  some  kind.  The  word  BAJAZZO  is  on  one 
side  and  20  is  on  the  other.  Diameter  is  17  mm. 


Next  we  have  another  17  mm.  token  on  a thin  Brass  planchet.  It  has  an 
eagle  in  a frame.  Perhaps  Austrian  or  German.  And  the  number  1409  on 
the  other  side  with  a dot  and  what  looks  like  wings  below. 


Can  anyone  help  with  information  on  these  two  tokens? 
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FROM  THE  MAILBOX 


Wilhelm  Eglseer  Comments  of  "Odd  Shaped  Coins' * in  March  NI  BULLETIN 

Got  today  the  NI  BULLETIN  for  March  and  found  the  article  on  "Odd  Shaped 
Coins"  (page  71).  Maybe  someone  already  told  you  that  the  3rd  paragraph 
does  not  give  the  correct  explanation. 


The  coins  on  curved  blanks  are  not  made  with  the  idea  of  having  slower 
wear  at  least  on  one  side.  Actually  nobody  - to  my  mind  - cared  for 
that  at  all  at  those  times.  The  question  only  was,  is  the  weight  still 
correct  or  at  least  not  too  much  off  the  correct  weight,  then  it  was 
acceptable  as  money;  otherwise  it  was  bullion  only  or  passed  for  less 

than  what  it  should  be  originally. 

* WALZENPRAGUNG  (Minting  by  Rolls) 

‘ ^ The  origin  of  the  curved  blanks  is  from 

the  way  of  making  only.  Up  to  Medieval 
times  all  coins  were  minted  by  hammer- 
ing every  coin  blank  separately.  When 
the  mints  started  to  increase  their 
production  of  coins  at  the  end  of  the 
15th  century  (beginning  of  Taler  coins 
and  their  sub-divisions)  it  became 
urgent  need  to  have  some  sort  of  ma- 
chinery. 

One  sort  of  new  Machinery  for  minting 
was  introduced  in  the  Mint  of  Hall/Ty- 
rol around  1550.  There  were  two  rolls, 
each  one  with  dies  engraved,  one  with 
obverses,  the  other  with  reverses.  The 
rolls  according  to  size  - A to  19  coin  dies  (A  when  big  size  coins  had 
to  be  minted,  up  to  19  when  small  size  coins  were  to  be  minted).  The 
two  rolls  had  been  mounted  in  a way  that  they  were  running  counter- 
clockwise and  the  coin  strip  of  silver  was  going  through  under  heavy 
pressure.  So  the  two  dies  from  top  to  bottom  were  showing  their  pic- 
ture in  the  strip.  Afterwards  the  strip  was  cut  out  and  the  coins  were 
ready,  just  a bit  bent  because  of  the  rolls.  You  understand! 


Inter  alia  they  introduced  this  sort  of  machinery  at  the  mints  of  Hei- 
delberg in  1567;  in  Augsburg/Bavaria  in  1572;  in  Dresden/Saxony  inl57A; 
in  Magdeburg  Bishopric  in  1582;  in  Hamburg  1591;  in  Saalf eld/Thuringia 
in  1593,  and  in  Rostock  at  the  Baltic  shore  in  159A.  They  were  working 
with  this  sort  of  machinery  in  some  mints  in  Austria,  e.g.  up  to  1765, 
in  Konigsberg/East  Prussia  up  to  the  end  of  the  18th  century  (for  small 
change  "shilling"  only) . 


Maybe,  NI  BULLETIN  readers  are  interested  to  know  this. 

Cordially, 

s/WILL 

Wilhelm  R.  Eglseer,  NI  #1285 
Bonn,  Fed.  Rep.  of  Germany 
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Member  relaxes  reading  the  NI  BULLETIN 


At  home  last  night  while  working  on  a bunch  of  coins  for  the  store  - 
feeling  frustrated  and  sort  of  blue  - tossed  the  whole  thing  aside  and 
picked  up  the  NI  BULLETIN . Read  some  of  the  articles  - liked  the  one 
on  Uganda  and  of  course  my  good  friend  Ran  Zander.  Felt  a lot  better, 
but  was  reminded  of  something  in  my  briefcase. 

Some  time  ago  I bought  a Dictionary  of  Thoughts.  Nice  items.  I had 
made  a copy  of  the  section  on  Money  for  the  Virginia  Numisatic  Assoc. 
(I’m  reasonable  active  there)  and  at  that  time  had  a second  set  made. 
Perhaps  you  can  use  some  of  this  filler  material.  (Ed.:  We  wilt  be 

using  some  of  Walt's  fillers  on  Money  in  the  BULLETIN.  Thanks , Walt.) 

I picked  up  the  February  BULLETIN  and  found  W.  Bergman's  article  "A 
Fateful  Russian  Coin"  was  darned  interesting  reading.  Almost  makes  a 
fellow  want  to  study  history. 

I joined  OIN  and  NI  because  of  Randolph  Zander.  Sure  I collect  and 
buy/sell  foreign,  but  have  you  ever  heard  Ran  give  a talk  - Lord  does 
that  man  have  a command  of  the  English  language.  His  knowledge  of 
foreign  Talers  will  scare  you.  Just  like  to  be  in  the  company  of  the 
the  Hank  Barton's,  Stuart  Eisen's  and  people  I have  never  met  like 
Augusta  and  Alfred  Szego,  but  by  mail  they  are  charming.  Also,  I am 
impressed  by  I.  C.  G.  Campbell.  He  writes  with  authority  and  enthus- 
iasm. 

By  the  way,  did  you  notice  Granvyl  G.  Hulse  is  a gentleman.  Wonder 
what  he  collects? 


Walt  Mason,  NI  #1283 
Rockville,  Maryland 

********************************************************************** 


CANADA  CHANGES  SEVERAL  COINS  FOR  1982 

The  Canadian  1 cent  coin  was  reduced  in  weight  in  1981.  Now  in  1982 
their  one— cent  coins  will  be  minted  with  12  sides , to  aid  visually 
handicapped  people.  This  was  at  the  behest  of  the  Canadian  National 
Institute  for  the  Blind.  One  small  victory  for  disabled  people,  and 
for  the  recently  completed  UN  Year  of  the  Disabled. 

Canada's  familiar  nickel  "nickel"  (5  cent  coin)  will  no  longer  be  of 
pure  nickel.  Starting  in  1982  it  will  be  composed  of  75%  copper  and 
25%  nickel,  reducing  its  metal  value  from  3.8  to  1.7  cents.  Its  fam- 
iliar Beaver  design  will  continue. 

The  1982  Canadian  Silver  Dollar  honors  the  centennial  of  Regina, 
Saskatchewan  and  was  designed  by  Huntley  Brown.  The  reverse  of  the 
silver  coin  features  a bison's  skull  and  the  Provincial  Parliament 
building  above. 

********************************************************************* 
BE  A FRIEND  TO  A FELLOW  COLLECTOR  - RECOMMEND  NI ! 
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THE  CATALONIAN 
CONTRIBUTION  PIECES  OF  1900 


by  James  0.  Sweeny , Highland , N.C.,  USA , NI  #1641 
in  Collaboration  with  Ferran  Calico,  Jr.,  Barcelona , Spain 


INTRODUCTION 

The  regular  coinage  of  Catalonia  is  recorded  in  all  the  popular  refer- 
ences, but  in  no  English  language  reference,  as  far  as  these  authors 
have  been  able  to  determine,  does  one  find  the  Catalonian  contribution 
pieces  of  1900  treated  as  a unified  group.  This  is  probably  why,  when 
these  pieces  show  up  in  auction  catalogs  or  in  fixed  price  lists,  they 
are  as  often  as  not  described  as  patterns  and  attributed  to  Spain,  nei- 
ther of  which  is  technically  correct. 

Friedberg  Q3  lists  the  two  gold  pieces  as  "private  (issue)  contribution 
coins  without  denomination  but  corresponding  to  the  contemporary  Spanish 
gold  coins."  They  are  not  pictured  by  Friedberg,  and  are  not  listed  at 
all  by  either  Krause  C2D  or  Yeoman  C33,  although  both  references  include 
the  numismatically  less  significant  Lundy  Island  tokens. 


Until  recently,  even  the  Spanish  language  references  were  quiet  on  this 
subject.  In  a 1969  auction  catalog  fUl,  it  was  stated  that  "We  have 
seen  published  only  the  piece  of  5 Pesetas."  This  obviously  had  refer- 
ence to  Dasi  C53  and  Vives  C6i,  both  of  whom  mentioned  the  5 pesetas 
piece,  but  neither  of  whom  provided  any  insight  into  the  origin  or  in- 
tent of  the  pieces.  Only  with  the  publication  of  Vicenti's  catalogCTU, 
and  more  recently  the  Calico  catalog  f8l,  is  there  to  be  found  a treat- 
ment of  the  complete  series.  Vicenti  indicates  that  they  are  medals 
struck  to  commemorate  the  founding  of  the  Catalonian  Union.  If  only 
that,  one  wonders  why  they  are  in  the  form  they  are.  No  source  gives 
any  clue  to  mintage  figures,  but  Calico  does  show  their  current  (1979) 
market  values  in  Spain  to  be  as  follows 

(converted  to  US  dollars  at  an  average  1979  rate  of  70  pesetas  to  the 
dollar) : 


Extremely  fine 


100 

Pesetas 

$10,000 

20 

Pesetas 

5,700 

5 

Pesetas 

1,800 

1 

Peseta 

300 

10 

Centimos 

185 

5 

Centimos 

145 

The  purpose  of  this  article  is  to  set  down  what  is  known  about  these 
fascinating  pieces,  and  to  report  what  is  generally  concluded  to  be  the 
true  intent  of  their  issue.  In  order  to  understand  the  significance  of 
these  pieces,  however,  it  is  necessary  to  know  a little  of  the  history 
of  the  region  in  which  they  were  produced. 
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CATALONIA  (Cataluna)  - Historical  Perspective 


Catalonia 


There  is  a cohesiveness  among  the  Catalonians  which  was  wrought  by  the 
facts  of  geography,  culture,  language,  and  history.  With  the  Pyrenees 
to  the  north,  the  sea  to  the  east,  the  Sistema  Iberico  mountains  to  the 
west,  and  the  Ebro  River  to  the  southwest,  Catalonia  shared  with  Aragon 
a degree  of  isolation  from  the  remainder  of  the  peninsula  which,  partic- 
ularly in  medieval  times,  was  an  important  factor  in  shaping  their 
politics.  The  language  of  the  region  is  not  Spanish.  It  is  Catalan, 
in  which  there  has  developed  an  extensive  and  rich  literary  culture  in 
the  areas  of  poetry,  novel,  and  drama.  Indeed,  some  of  Iberia's  first 
written  legal  precepts  are  to  be  found  in  the  Catalan  language  - the 
so-called  "Usages  of  Barcelona"  dating  from  the  12th  century. 

The  early  history  of  Catalonia  was  one  of  subjugation  - in  the  third 
century  by  the  Romans,  later  by  the  Goths,  and  early  in  the  eighth 
century  by  the  Moors.  Later  in  the  same  century,  Charlemagne  drove 
out  the  Moors  and  established  Catalonia  as  part  of  his  realm,  to  be 
ruled  directly  by  Counts  of  his  choosing.  Only  a loose  control  was 
exercised  by  France,  however,  and  even  this  was  ended  in  the  tenth 
century  by  Count  Borrell.  For  the  next  century  and  a half,  Catalonia 
enjoyed  some  freedom  from  outside  intrusions.  In  1137  Count  Ramon 
Berenguer  IV  married  Petronila,  Queen  of  Aragon,  and  thereby  began  an 
alliance  between  the  two  regions  which  lasted  for  several  hundred  years. 
Although  Catalonia  was  nominally  a Principality  in  the  Kingdom  of  Ara- 
gon, it  was  initially  the  dominant  partner  in  the  union.  This  changed, 
unfortunately,  when  the  male  line  of  the  Counts  of  Barcelona  became 
extinct  with  the  death  of  King  Martin  I. 

Martin  I,  called  Martin  the  Humane  ( El  Hvma.no)  , had  been  a popular  king, 
under  whom  Catalonia  was  accorded  freedom  to  develop  its  extensive  trade 
and  maritime  interests.  The  following  regime  was  a repressive  one  - so 
much  so  that  the  Catalans  openly  rebelled  in  1465,  but  were  unable  to 
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to  throw  off  the  Aragon  yoke. 

During  all  this  time  the  remainder  of  Spain  had  little  or  no  influence 
over  the  Kingdom  of  Aragon.  In  1469,  Ferdinand  (son  of  John  II,  King 
of  Aragon  and  Catalonia)  married  Isabella  (daughter  of  John  II  of  Cas- 
tile). She  became  Queen  of  Castile  in  1474,  and  in  1479  Ferdinand  be- 
came King  of  Aragon,  thus  effectuating  the  union  of  Castile  and  Aragon 
under  their  joint  rule.  During  the  next  two  centuries  Catalonian  in- 
fluence in  Spanish  affairs  was  of  only  secondary  importance,  and  their 
dissatisfaction  resulted  in  a revolt  which  began  in  1640  and  continued 
in  varying  intensity  until  1714,  when  the  forces  of  the  Bourbon  king 
Philip  V completely  crushed  the  Catalan  separatist  movement. 

In  the  nineteenth  century  the  Catalan  separatists  again  became  active, 
this  time  on  a broader  basis  than  heretofore.  In  the  past  it  was  mainly 
the  privileged  class  which  sought  autonomy,  but  now  the  working  class 
began  also  to  be  infused  with  a nationalistic  fervor.  Spain's  humili- 
ating and  costly  loss  of  Cuba  and  the  Philippines  at  the  turn  of  the 
century  was  seen  in  Catalonia  to  be  the  result  of  the  weak  and  ineffec- 
tual central  government,  and  this  further  fired  up  the  separatists.  The 
year  1900  was  marked  by  a tax  revolt,  scattered  uprisings  against  the 
Madrid  government,  and  turmoil  within  the  government  itself. 

THE  CONTRIBUTION  PIECES  OF  1900 

It  was  against  this  backdrop  that  there  appeared  in  1900  in  Barcelona 
a group  of  coin-forms  (mcneti forms ) which  were  produced  in  support  of 
and  under  the  aegis  of  the  "Unio  Catalanista" , a political  party  of 
Catalans.  The  group  includes  six  pieces,  each  corresponding  in  metal 
content  and  size  to  the  Spanish  coins  then  current  (as  described  in  the 
decree  of  19  October  1868) , but  without  denominations  and  with  designs 
peculiar  to  the  Catalan  culture. 

The  table  below  gives  the  metrology  of  these  pieces  (all  are  actual 
values  of  pieces  in  the  author's  collection  except  for  the  20  Peseta 
values,  which  were  supplied  by  Sr.  Calico),  and  the  standard  values 
for  the  contemporary  Spanish  coins. 


Catalonian  Pieces Spanish  Standard 


100 

Pesetas 

Metal 

Gold 

Dia. (mm) 
33.3 

Wt . (gms) 
31.99 

Metal 
. 9C0AV 

Dia. (mm) 
35.0 

Wt . (gms) 
32.258 

20 

Pesetas 

Gold 

21.8 

6.45 

. 900AV 

21.0 

6.452 

5 

Pesetas 

Silver 

36.6 

25.05 

. 900AR 

37.0 

25.000 

1 

Peseta 

Silver 

22.5 

4.98 

. 835AR 

23.0 

5.000 

10 

Centimos 

Copper 

28.7 

10.81 

Bronze 

30.0 

10.000 

5 

Centimos 

Copper 

24.4 

4.98 

Bro.nze 

25.0 

5.000 

It  can  be  seen  that  the  metrology  of  these  pieces  faithfully  duplicates 
the  Spanish  Standard  of  the  day.  The  coin  designs,  however,  are  typic- 
ally Catalan.  All  pieces  bare  a common  obverse  design.  The  central 
figure,  well-executed  in  good  relief,  is  St.  George  (patron  saint  of 
Catalonia,  where  he  is  known  as  Sant  Jordi,  and  of  warriors  generally). 
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This  is  surrounded  by  the  legend  UN  10  CATALAN- 
ISTA  which  translates  from  Catalan  to  mean  CATA- 


LAN UNION,  and  the  date  1900. 


The  gold  pieces  pictured  here  have  identical 
reverses.  The  central  design  is  an  empty  thron 
this  depicting  the  throne  of  Martin  I and  sug- 
gesting that  Catalonia  had  been  without  its  own 
king  long  enough.  (The  actual  throne  of  Martin  I 
is  still  preserved  in  the  Barcelona  Cathedral. ) 


* 


Common  Obverse 


The  circumf rential 
legend  on  the  gold 
pieces,  which  is 
common  to  all  six 
pieces,  reads 
VINDICAMUS  HAEREDI- 
TATEM  PATRUM  N0STR0RUM, 
which,  translated  from 
the  Latin,  means  WE  CLAIM 


THE  HERITAGE  OF  OUR 
COUNTRY . 


100  Pesetas  and  20  Pesetas  Gold  Pieces 


The  silver  pieces  also  have  common  reverses.  They  bear  the  shield  of 
Catalonia,  which  consists  of  four  vertical  red  bars  on  a gold  field. 
The  shield  is  surmounted  by  the  cimera  of  James  I 173  (King  of  Aragon 
from  1213  to  1276,  who  conquered  Majorica  as  a first  major  outreach  of 
Catalan  naval  power,  and  who  is  known  as  El  Conquistador) , 


This  is  the  helmet 
with  winged  dragon  in 
striking  position.  The 
same  shield  design  also 
to  be  found  on  the  coins 
of  Catalonia  struck 
during  the  French  Occu- 
pation of  1809,  as  well 


as  on  the  coins  of  Lerida 

Silver  5 Pesetas  and  One  Pesetas  Pieces  and  Tarragona  of  the  same 

period.  The  shield  of  Spain,  still  used  on  coins  today,  is  a composite 
of  the  shields  of  the  provinces,  and  displays  the  shield  of  Catalonia 
in  its  lower  left  quadrant. 

The  copper  pieces  display  a lozenge  of  the  same  design  as  the  shield  on 
the  silver  pieces,  in  front  of  a Maltest  cross,  and  surrounded  by  bran- 
ches of  oak  leaves  to  the  right  and  olive  leaves  to  the  left. 
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The  copper  10  and  5 Centimos  reverses  showing 
the  Catalonian  shield  on  a Maltese  Cross. 

One  other  piece  of  information  is  to  be  found  on  the  obverse  of  all 
six  pieces.  Adjacent  to  the  date,  in  very  small  letters,  is  the 
signature  VALLMITJANA  - BA5NA.  This  is  the  name  of  the  sculptor  who 
modeled  the  pieces.  He  was  Venancio  Vallmitjana  (1828  - 1919),  a 
Catalan  who  lived  and  worked  in  Barcelona.  If  it  is  anywhere  known  in 
what  atelier  were  produced  the  pieces,  or  in  what  quantity,  it  is  a 
well-kept  secret.  The  Calico  catalogf8l  credits  them  simply  to  a 
"private  workshop  (Barcelona)". 


Various  writers  have  ascribed  a variety  of  purposes  to  these  pieces.  One 
wrote  that  they  were  used  as  a means  of  identification  of  people  in  the 
separatist  movement,  and  that  to  be  caught  with  one  in  pocket  was  to 
risk  being  put  to  death  as  a traitor.  Some  have  described  them  as  pat- 
terns - presumably  for  a Catalonian  coinage  as  an  independent  state.  Al- 
though there  may  be  a grain  of  truth  in  both  of  these  speculations, 
the  prevailing  belief  in  Barcelona,  however,  is  that  they  were  struck 
as  a fund-raising  device  in  support  of  the  political  party  UNIO  CATAL- 
ANISTA  (Catalonian  Union) . Thus  they  have  come  to  be  called  "contri- 
bution pieces",  implying  that  they  were  given  in  token  recognition  of 
contributions  to  the  party. 


To  the  authors'  knowledge,  no  records  survive  to  indicate  either  the 
mintage  or  the  purpose  of  these  pieces.  One  can  only  conclude  that  the 
mintages  were  relatively  sma]j . Certainly,  as  indicated  by  the  infre- 
quency of  their  appearance  at  auctions  and  on  fixed  price  lists,  the 
survival  rate  must  be  quite  low.  The  following  more  or  less  recent  ap- 
pearances have  been  noted: 


100  Pesetas  : 

5,  20  & 100  Ptas  : 
5 Pesetas  : 

1 Peseta  : 

5c,  1 & 5 Ptas. 

5 & 10  Centimos  : 

100  Pesetas  : 


Calico  auction,  November  1969 
Jacques  Schulman  auction,  June  1970 

NASCA  (Wayte  Raymond  I)  auction,  December  1977 

Superior  Fixed  Price  list,  February,  1969 
Worldwide  Coins  FPL,  January  1974 

Trevas  - World  Coins,  July  1970 

Christensen  auction,  November  1971 

Alvarez  - World  Coins,  August  1970 
Collins  Fixed  Price  List,  November  1979 

Swiss  Bank  Corp.  auction,  January  1982 
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In  addition,  the  Farouk  collection  which  was  auctioned  in  1954  contained 
both  gold  pieces  (Lot  1199),  and  the  1 Peseta  and  5 Centimos  pieces  (de- 
scribed in  Lot  2508  erroneously  as  "Catalonia,  1 peseta  1900  in  silver 
and  bicrze'')  . The  Brand  collection  is  said  to  have  contained  a specimen 
of  the  100  Pesetas  piece,  although  the  authors  have  not  personally  con- 
firmed this. 


The  import  of  all  the  foregoing  (undoubtedly  incomplete)  listings  is 
that  the  Catalonian  contribution  pieces  of  1900  must  be  considered  quite 
rare  - at  least  in  the  United  States,  and  probably  elsewhere  as  well. 
Despite  this,  and  despite  the  unquestioned  fact  that  they  are  not  coins 
in  the  technical  sense,  it  is  concluded  that  they  are  truly  an  important 
part  of  the  numismatic  history  of  Spain  (not  to  mention  the  province  of 
Catalonia) , and  should  be  so  recognized  by  their  inclusion  in  all  cata- 
logs of  Spanish  issues.  This  conclusion  was  quite  well  expressed  in 
the  auction  catalog  of  the  Asociation  Numismatica  Espanola  of  November 


1969,  where,  in  connection  with  the  offering  of  a 100  Pesetas  piece,  it 
was  stated  by  the  cataloger:  "Although  in  principle  we  are  opposed  to 

the  monetiformes  issues,  which  frequently  are  nothing  more  than  a specu- 
lation based  on  the  possible  lack  of  knowledge  of  collecting,  we  consider 
that  exceptions  do  exist;  in  particular,  when  motives  that  inspired  and 
caused  the  mintage  were  originated  from  events  - promoters  of  political 
inclinations  - those  which,  in  one  way  or  another,  resounded  in  the 
transformation  of  the  history  of  a country." 
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Wise.:  Whitman  Publishing  Company,  Inc.,  1974) 
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Noviembre  1969,  cataloged  by  X.  & F.  Calico. 

151  Tomas  Dasi,  Estudio  de  los  Reales  de  a Ocho,  (Valencia,  1950) 

[6l  A.  Vives,  Medalles  de  la  Casa  de  Borbon3  de  Don  Amedeo  I3  del 
Gobiemo  Provisional  y de  la  Republica  Espanola, { Madrid,  1916) 
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********************************************************************** 


SPAIN  HAS  PROBLEMS  WITH  500  PESETA  NOTE 


Spain's  500  Peseta  paper  money  is  causing  headaches.  The  Juan  Carlos 
notes  were  reportedly  rabidly  counterfeited  and  had  to  be  replaced  by 
new  smaller  500  Peseta  notes  - which  were  shortly  found  to  have  ink 
that  rubs  off  easily,  making  the  new  notes  look  terrible  in  short  order. 
Opinion  is  that  the  chemicals  in  the  paper  and  ink  are  imcompatable . 
Likely,  a new  issue  is  being  planned  with  new  materials. 
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HINDU  IMAGE  ON  AN  ISLAMICCOIN 


One  of  the  first  acts  of  a new  ruler  is  to  issue  a currency  utilizing 
a design  that  is  usually  distinct  from  those  of  his  predecessors.  This 
is  especially  true  if  the  new  king  acquired  his  kingdom  through  con- 
quest. For  the  most  part  Mohammad  ibn  Sam  of  the  Ghorid  dynasty  fol- 
lowed this  rule.  However,  he  minted  two  notable  exceptions  to  this 
principle.  Specifically  the  Bull  and  Horseman  coins  copied  from  ear- 
lier Chahamana  designs  and  a coin  whose  reverse  portrays  Lakshmi,  the 
Hindu  Goddess  of  Fortune.  While  both  violate  the  Koranic  proscription 
about  creating  graven  images,  the  latter  represents  a more  significant 
violation  of  Islamic  holy  law  that  demands  explanation. 

This  can  be  found  if  the  economic  condition  of  the  Delhi  region  of  this 
period  is  taken  into  account.  An  aspect  of  the  Hindu  economy  of  North- 
ern India  was  the  use  of  gold  coins  portraying  Lakshmi.  While  this  dei- 
ty appeared  on  earlier  coins  (e.g.  the  copper  coins  of  the  Licchivi  Dy- 
nasty of  Nepal  ca.  500  A.D.),  it  was  not  until  the  commencement  of  the 
Gahadavala  Dynasty  in  approximately  1114  that  coins  picturing  Lakshmi 
enjoyed  wide  circulation.  By  the  time  of  Mohammad  ibn  Sam  in  1173  the 
inhabitants  of  Northern  India  had  become  accustomed  to  using  these  coins. 
Thus  it  was  only  logical  that  he  would  imitate  them  despite  religious 
law  that  considered  such  usage  sin. 

Religious  consideration  aside,  a more  immediate  concern  presented  it- 
self to  the  Ghorid  ruler.  This  was  the  acceptance  of  his  authority, 
as  well  as  his  coinage  - a reflection  of  that  authority  - in  the  lands 
he  conquered.  One  means  to  accomplish  this  was  to  copy  the  coins  al- 
ready in  circulation  and  only  after  some  degree  of  confidence  was  es- 
tablished in  the  new  government,  issue  coins  with  distinctive  designs. 

As  well  as  imitating  his  predecessors  in  the  use  of  Lakshmi,  Mohammad 
ibn  Sam  also  employed  the  same  script  as  they.  This  is  evident  if  one 
compares  this  coin  with  Mitchiner  490.  In  fact  the  only  difference 
between  these  is  the  inscription  on  the  obverse.  Mohammad  used  his  own 
name  without  reference  to  any  Islamic  belief  or  passage  in  the  Koran , 
unusual  in  its  own  right,  but  identical  in  style  to  that  of  the  earlier 
Hindu  kings. 


by  Joseph  Uphoff,  La  Jolla , Calif.,  NI  #1411 


fig • 2 

Laks hmi 
facing 


fig.  1 

Brahmi  inscription 
"Srimad  Hmir  Mahamad  Sam " 


AV  STATER,  Ghorid  Dynasty,  ca  1193  AD 
Muhammad  ibn  Sam  (M3 3) 
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This  suggests  that  Hindus  were  employed  at  the  mint  for  two  reasons. 
The  first  being  the  use  of  a form  of  writing  with  which  they  were  fa- 
miliar and  the  Moslems  in  all  probability  not.  Secondly,  even  if  some 
Moslems  knew  Brahmi,  the  language  used  one  these  coins,  they  would  ob- 
ject to  cutting  dies  portraying  a deity  of  another  religion. 


Throughout  his  reign  Mohammad  Ghor  (ibn  Sam)  utilized  a combination  of 
Moslem  and  Hindu  motifs  for  his  coinage  in  an  attempt  to  provide  some 
means  of  economic  stability  to  a region  in  political  turmoil.  Despite 
his  religious  beliefs,  he  recognized  the  need  for  some  tangible  link 
with  the  Hindu  past  that  would  assure  merchants  and  others  using  his 
coins  that  they  could  continue  in  business  confident  that  a normal 
existence  was  still  possible  and  therefore  be  satisfied  with  the  status 
quo.  One  significant  result  of  this  was  the  reduction  of  the  possibil- 
ity of  a successful  insurrection,  an  event  no  ruler  welcomes. 


Thus  it  can  be  seen  that  political  reality  can  outweigh  religious  prin- 
ciple . 


Joseph  Uphoff  is  President  of  the  Ancient  Numis.  Society  of  San  Diego. 

********************************************************************** 

"Oops  , My  Hand  Sli£pe^|" 


To  collectors  of  Roman  coins,  especially  those  of  ub  who  collect  the 
bronzes  of  the  Cons tantinian  Family,  this  Cenentionalis  of  Emperor 
Constantius  is  a familiar  coin.  But  look  closely  and  you  see  it  is 
double  struck.  The  mint  worker  of  the  4th  workshop  of  the  Antioch 
mint,  hand  slipped  with  the  die  and  not  only  is  the  coin  double  struck 
the  Emperor  is  shown  with  two  eyes  in  profile.  Also  the  obverse  lettering 
is  blurred  in  the  two  strikes.  The  reverse  was  almost  spared  the  double 
image.  Only  the  lettering  is  a bit  messed  up  on  this  patinated  coin. 


*********************************************************************** 


CANADA’S  TWO  C/N  DOLLARS:  There  will  be  two  copper  nickel  Dollar  coins 

issued  by  Canada  in  1982.  The  usual  Voyageur  Dollar  and  a coin  to  com- 
memorate the  country  having  its  own  Constitution.  This  latter  coin  is 
reported  to  be  issued  only  by  Canada's  banks  to  assure  widest  possible 
distribution  of  this  national  commemorative  coin  among  Canadian  citizens. 
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THE  GREENLAND  PIASTER 

by  Ranald  Salves  en , Bygdrflund  17,  Oslo-2,  NORWAY,  NI  #LM  62 


Norwegian  Piaster  1777  (Davenport  412) 

Walter  Bergman’s  interesting  article  in  the  NI  BULLETIN  for  December 
1981,  confirms  that  the  Hong  Kong  Dollar  is  a true  Trade  coin,  and  thus 
of  interest  not  only  to  collectors  of  the  British  Empire,  but  also  to 
the  collectors  of  Trade  Coins  as  such. 

To  Mr.  Bergman's  list  of  early  Trade  Dollars  for  the  Far  East,  can  be 
added,  after  the  Porcullis  (1600),  the  Cie  van  Verre  a Amsterdam  (1601), 
Cie  van  Verre  a Middelbourg  (1602),  the  Danish  Piaster  (1624),  the  Dan- 
ish DOC  Speciedalers  (1671/72),  and  the  Emden  Piaster  (1751). 

Also  Norway  produced  a coin  specially  for  this  trade.  The  Danish  Asi- 
atic Company  in  Copenhagen,  in  1771  had  543  pieces  struck  in  Denmark 
of  a coin  specially  designed  for  the  Far  East  trade.  In  1774  another 
44,900  pieces  were  made  with  the  same  year  1771.  This  venture  must 
somehow  have  been  successful  for  in  1777  they  ordered  another  50,001 
pieces  of  the  same  design  to  be  struck  at  the  Kongsberg  mint  in  Norway. 

The  design  adopted  for  these  two  coins  was  an  imitation  of  the  Spanish- 
American  Pillar  Dollar.  Denmark-Norway  can  thus  be  regarded  as  the 
seventh  country,  and  the  only  place  outside  South  America,  to  strike 
this  design. 

The  designer  kept  the  two  pillars  of  Hercules,  and  the  two  globes,  and 
also  arranged  the  Danish-Norwegian  Shield  in  much  the  same  manner  as 
the  Spanish.  But  for  some  reason  he  added  the  names  of  the  then  Dan- 
ish-Norwegian territory  Island,  Faer^  and  Gr^nland.  This  led  many  to 
believe  that  they  were  intended  for  the  use  in  Greenland,  and  they  were 
therefore  classified  under  Danish  Bezitzungen  in  Nord-Amerika  - Gronland 
in  Adolph  Weyl's  book  on  the  Jules  Fonrobert  collection  in  1877.  This 
book  was  widely  used  for  cataloguing  purposes,  and  the  coins  became 
known  as  the  "Greenland  Piaster". 

But  the  coins  never  came  near  Greenland.  They  were  in  any  case  too 
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valuable  and  impracticable  for  the  Eskimos  to  use.  They  were  intended 
for  the  trade  with  China,  where  Denmark  for  some  years  had  been  doing 
a brisk  business  in  porcelain  and  tea.  The  Danes  got  most  of  their 
ready  money  for  this  trade  from  Spain,  where  they  probably  had  to  pay 
a small  premium  for  the  Pillar  Dollar.  They  then  hit  upon  the  idea  of 
making  their  own  coins  to  the  same  design,  especially  as  they  for  the 
second  issue  in  1777  could  get  the  silver  from  the  king's  own  mines  in 
Norway . 

There  are,  however  no  definite  reports  that  coins  actually  reached 
China.  In  fact,  a contemporary  Norwegian  Coin  Collector  wrote  in  the 
catalogue  of  his  coins  published  in  1790,  that  the  1771  issue  was 
rejected  by  the  Chinese.  Possibly  this  was  the  reason  for  the  1777 
issue  being  engraved  by  a different  engraver,  and  it  was  made  slightly 
broader  in  the  flan.  Anyway,  what  they  did  not  realize  at  the  time, 
was  that  the  Pillar  design  in  South  America  in  1772  was  replaced  by 
the  Portrait  issue. 

Whatever  happened  to  the  coins,  they  are  today  quite  rare.  Only  19 
specimens  are  registered  of  the  1771  issue,  of  which  11  are  in  museums. 
Of  the  1777  issue,  three  are  known  of  the  "Island"  variety,  all  in 
museums,  and  18  of  the  "Islan  type  (9  in  museums).  That  leaves  eight 
of  the  1771  issue  and  nine  of  the  1777  belonging  to  private  collectors. 
Of  these,  two  of  the  1771  and  three  of  the  1777  are  owned  by  collectors 
in  the  USA. 

Surely,  there  must  be  more  specimens  around,  and  the  purpose  of  this 
article  is  to  ask  owners  of  such  coins  to  contact  the  writer  (address 
in  the  by-line)  in  order  to  determine,  not  only  the  number  of  coins 
existing,  but  also  the  different  dates. 

The  writer  is  also  interested  in  getting  into  contact  with  other  col- 
lectors of  Trade  Dollars-  with  a view  to  finding  out  more  about  these 
special  issues.  Very  little  has  so  far  been  published  on  Trade  Coins 
as  a group,  and  it  would  be  of  some  interest  to  compile  a complete 
list,  not  only  of  the  ones  for  the  Far  East  Trade,  but  also  for  the 
Mediterranean  and  the  Baltic  trade,  as  well  as  the  trade  with  America 
and  Africa. 

********************************************************************* 
JAPAN  ISSUES  SMALL  SIZE  500  YEN  COIN 


Japan  issued  a 500  Yen  coin  for  the  first  time  in  Showa  57  (1982). 

It  has  a diameter  of  26.5mm,  3mm  wider  that  the  current  10  Yen  coins. 
Hopefully,  Japan  will  have  better  luck  with  this  coin  that  the  United 
States  did  with  the  small  diameter  Susan  B.  Anthony  Dollar. 

********************************************************************* 
VANUATU  ISSUES  NEW  COINS 


Vanuatu  (formerly  the  New  Hebrides  in  the  western  Pacific)  introduced 
its  new  demonimation  on  silver  50  Vatu  and  10,000  Vatu  gold  coins  in 
1981,  marking  its  first  year  of  independence.  Vatu  is  a Melanesian 
word  meaning  "spirit"  or  "power"  and  also  the  name  of  the  stone  money 
formerly  used  in  the  islands. 
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A NOTE  ON  SOME  STYLISTIC  PRINCIPLES  USED 
IN  CLASSIFYING  ENGLISH  EDWARDIAN  PENNIES 


by  Nicholas  Mayhew 

The  English  sterling  coinages  of  Short  Cross,  Long  Cross  and  Edwardian 
type  are  among  the  commonest  of  Medieval  coins.  They  were  struck  in 
huge  numbers  from  1180  to  1350.  Although  Short  Cross  is  easily  dis- 
tinguishable from  Long  Cross,  while  the  Edwardian  type  is  quite  dif- 
ferent from  both  Short  and  Long  Cross,  the  chronological  arrangement 
of  the  coins  within  each  of  these  three  main  issues  is  more  difficult 
to  understand. 

The  classification  of,  for  example,  the  Edward  pennies  is  based  chiefly 
on  stylistic  criteria.  A full  appreciation  of  the  subleties  of  this 
classification  can  only  be  achieved  after  close  study  of  many  examples. 
Because  even  the  common  Edward  penny  is  not  generally  available  in 
large  numbers  in  continental  Europe  or  in  America  it  is  difficult  for 
numismatists  there  to  come  fully  to  terms  with  this  classification. 

The  purpose  of  this  note  is  not  to  describe  this  classification,  but  to 
outline  some  of  the  principles  on  which  it  rests.  Stylistic  classifi- 
cation is  based  on  certain  assumptions  about  the  way  a 13th  century  mint 
operated.  It  is  hoped  that  by  making  some  of  these  assumptions  explicit 
those  who  are  naturally  skeptical  about  the  value  of  stylistic  numis- 
matic analysis  may  appreciate  more  fully  the  firm  foundation  on  which 
it  rests. 


In  any  large  I3th  century  mint  dies  were  not  engraved  directly  by  the 
die-cutter,  but  were  prepared  with  the  help  of  a number  of  master  pun- 
ches or  irons.  Sometimes  a single  punch  may  have  been  used  for  the 
whole  face,  or  hair,  or  crown  or  letters;  more  often  however  a single 
punch  might  have  been  used  for  only  part  of  a letter  or  portrait,  the 
rest  of  it  being  built  up  with  the  use  of  other  punches.  Examples  of 
such  punches  survive  in  the  unique  collection  in  Cologne , Germany  re- 
corded by  Paul  Joseph  in  the  last  century. 

On  English  Edwardian  pennies  the  letter  £ is  a good  example.  It  was 
sometimes  engraved  on  the  die  with  a single  punch  forming  the  whole 
letter  (See  figs.  3, 4, 5, 6).  At  other  times  it  was  composed  of  a 
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number  of  separate  punches  (See  fig.  2).  Punches  were  produced  to 
simplify  and  speed  up  the  production  of  dies,  and  the  same  punches  can 
often  be  recognized  on  a large  number  of  different  dies.  A broken  punch 
for  example,  again  the  letter^  (See  fig.  6)  is  particularly  distinc- 
tive and  can  be  noted  on  thousands  of  coins  struck  from  hundreds  of  dies. 
Stylistic  classification  is  based  on  detailed  observation  of  these  pun- 
ches, and  on  the  principle  that  dies  prepared  at  the  same  time  will  have 
been  engraved  with  the  same  punches. 

In  due  course  punches  break  or  wear  out.  Fortunately,  all  the  punches 
needed  to  prepare  a die  do  not  wear  out  at  the  same  time.  As  a result, 
a new  punch  will  appear  on  the  coins  alongside  older  punches,  and  its 
place  in  the  series  can  therefore  be  established. 

Another  example  may  illustrate  these  points  more  clearly.  Figures  1 
and  2 illustrate  two  extremely  similar  coins.  Note  however  the  dif- 
ferent forms  of  the  letter  S - the  wedge  and  crescent  S occurs  on  ear- 
lier types  (figure  1),  the  fat-waisted  S occurs  on  the  later  types 
(figure  2).  Later  of  course  the  fat-waisted  S is  also  replaced  (fig.  3). 

Of  course  it  cannot  be  assumed  that  a particular  distinctive  letter  was 
always  formed  with  the  same  punch  or  punches.  It  was  perfectly  possible 
for  a number  of  punches  of  the  same  type  to  be  produced.  Also  occa- 
sionally an  irregular  punch  may  have  been  used.  However,  since  a sin- 
gle coin  illustrates  the  work  of  a number  of  punches  the  use  of  one  or 
two  anomalous  punches  should  not  make  classification  impossible. 

Occasionally  a coin  may  be  met  composed  of  a whole  group  of  anomalous 
punches.  This  is  often  a sign  that  the  piece  is  an  imitation.  More- 
over such  imitations  often  from  distinct  groups  of  their  own,  illus- 
trate the  repeated  use  of  such  anomalous  punches. 

The  currently  accepted  classification  of  Edward  pennies  has  been  ap- 
plied to  and  confirmed  by  numerous  English  hoards  over  the  last  hundred 
years.  Moreover,  although  this  classification  was  devised  by  Edward 
Burns  on  the  basis  of  a study  of  the  coins  themselves  alone,  it  has 
been  confirmed  by  surviving  documentary  evidence  studied  thoroughly  by 
the  Fox  brothers.  For  example,  there  is  plentiful  documentary  evi- 
dence for  the  partial  re-coinage  of  1299-1300,  and  this  is  fully  re- 
flected in  the  coins  of  Fox  type  IXb  (fig.  4)  which  is  known  from  a 
range  of  provincial  mints.  The  sequence  of  types  is  also  confirmed  by 
the  succession  of  special  marks  of  the  bishops  of  Durham  which  distin- 
guish the  issues  of  Bishops  Bek  (fig.  4),  Kelewe  (fig.  5)  and  Beaumont 
(fig-  6). 

Thus  stylistic  analysis  is  not  as  vulnerable  to  chance  varieties  - the 
whim  of  the  die-cutter  - as  might  at  first  be  thought.  Even  if  an  ir- 
regular or  badly  prepared  punch  is  used  by  chance  its  true  place  in 
the  sequence  can  be  established  from  the  other  punches  used  with  it. 

And  even  if  such  a punch  was  only  used  to  prepare  ten  dies,  it  will 
probably  have  appeared  on  at  least  100,000  coins. 

********************************************************************* 

CABILLITO : Mexico's  new  1 ounce  silver  medallion  has  a horseman  with 

a rising  sun  on  the  obverse  and  the  familiar  Mexican  eagle  on  the 
reverse  with  the  legend  .999  FINE  SILVER  in  English. 
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ALP  _AP?LAN  --  GRANDFATHER  OF  TURKEY 
by  Walter  Bergman , Cape  Town , So.  Africa,  NI  #1783 


Defeat  of  Byzantines  Cormem. 


In  the  year  1971  the  Republic  of  Turkey  issued  a silver  50  lira  com- 
memorating the  900th  anniversary  of  the  Battle  of  Manzikert.  On  the 
obverse  of  this  coin,  in  the  center,  is  shown  the  portrait  of  a proud 
warrior  wearing  armour  and  a helmet,  and  round  its  edge  is  to  be  found 
the  legend  "Turkey  Cumhuriyeti  - Alp  Arslan".  The  reverse  depicts  a 
map  of  Asia  Minor,  and  along  the  rim  gives  the  value  of  the  coin  as 
"Elli  Lira"  - 50  Lira  - and  the  dates  "26  Agustos  1071  - 1971".  The 
coin  having  a diameter  of  33  mm.  has  a milled  edge. 

The  representation  of  the  warrior  obviously  refers  to  Alp  Arslan,  the 
second  sultan  of  the  Seljuk  dynasty  who  ruled  during  the  second  half 
of  the  eleventh  century.  What  country  did  he  rule?  Who  were  the  Sel- 
juks  and  who  was  Alp  Arslan? 

Turkey,  the  country  we  know  as  such  today,  only  came  into  being  in  the 
eleventh  century,  when  hordes  of  Turkic  momads  from  the  grasslands  of 
Asia  in  Mongolia  and  Western  Russia  infiltrated  into  Asia  Minor.  One 
of  the  chieftains  of  these  nomads  was  a certain  Seljuk  who  together 
with  his  kinsmen  had  accepted  the  Islamic  religion.  By  conquest  he 
had  made  himself  master  of  the  countries  bordering  on  the  Byzantine 
Empire,  today's  Turkey,  the  countries  being  Transoxania,  Afghanistan, 
and  Persia. 

Seljuk' s grandson  Tughril  Beg  occupied  Baghdad,  and  the  spiritual  head 
of  the  Muslims  there  bestowed  on  this  Tughril  the  title  "Sultan",  mean 
ing  "Authority".  By  this  means  Tughril  became  the  first  sultan  of  the 
Seljuk  dynasty.  It  was  not  long  thereafter,  that  a nephew  of  Tughril 
by  the  name  of  Alp  Arslan  came  into  conflict  with  the  Byzantine  Empire 
Alp  Arslan  defeated  the  Byzantine  army  of  Emperor  Romanus  IV  Diogenes 
in  the  battle  of  Manzikert,  near  Lake  Van  in  Eastern  Asia  Minor,  and 
routed  it.  It  is  this  battle,  which  took  place  on  26th  August,  1071, 
which  is  celebrated  on  the  afore-mentioned  coin.  This  victory  effec- 
tively, as  well  as  permanently,  broke  the  Byzantine  hold  over  Anatolia 
and  set  into  motion  the  Turkish  occupation  of  the  land.  Turks  now 
swarmed  in,  Christianity  was  ousted  and  the  Moslem  religion  took  its 
place.  Another  Seljuk  prince  was  appointed  to  look  after  these  new 
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Anatolian  Moslem  gains,  and  he  established  a distinct  Seljuk  Turkish 
state.  He  called  himself  Seljuk  Sultan  of  Rum,  which  meant  the  Seljuk 
Sultan  in  the  Roman  Empire. 

The  Byzantine  Empire  had  shrunk  considerably  and  virtually  consisted 
now  only  of  the  city  of  Byzantium  and  the  near-by  territory.  So  power- 
ful was  the  Turkish  occupation,  that  the  Byzantine  emperor  regarded  his 
position  hopeless  without  immediate  and  considerable  assistance  from 
the  West.  This  call  for  help  resulted  in  the  first  Crusade. 

If  Alp  Arslan  may  be  called  the  grandfather  of  Turkey,  as  in  the  heading 
of  this  article,  then  the  father  of  that  country  must  surely  be  Kemal 
Ataturk  who  saved,  restored  and  modernized  Turkey  after  World  War  I. 
Against  terrific  odds  he  tried  to  bring  his  country  into  line  with  those 
of  Western  Europe,  and  in  many  respects  he  was  successful. 

. Now  let  us  turn  to  this  commemorative  coin  under  discussion.  There  are 
two  peculiarities  which  call  for  comment.  Whereas  practically  all 
Mohammadan  countries  use  the  Arabic  script , Turkey  broke  with  this 
tradition  under  Kemal  Pasha  and  adopted  Latin  writing  in  favour  of  the 
Arabic  script,  which  obviously  is  not  used  in  Europe.  Hence,  the 
Turkish  coins  these  days  display  their  legends  in  Latin  lettering. 

The  portrait  of  Alp  Arslan  as  shown  on  the  coin  is  most  probably  a fic- 
titious one,  as  under  strict  religious  Mohammedan  laws  of  the  early  days 
no  human  image  may  be  represented.  Thus,  there  would  exist  no  pictorial 
record  of  Alp  Arslan's  actual  likeness.  The  fact,  that  the  coins  of  the 
Republic  of  Turkey  do  now  show  portraits,  is  also  due  to  Kemal  Pasha's 
modernisation  program  of  more  than  a half  century  ago. 

Even  though  the  portrait  of  Alp  Arslan  may  not  be  a true  one,  he  is  re- 
presented on  the  coin,  struck  in  his  honour,  as  a proud,  vigorous  and 
determined  ruler.  There  is  no  doubt  that  Alp  Arslan,  the  second  sultan 
of  the  Seljuk  dynasty,  is  still  much  revered  and  respected  in  today's 
Turkey,  and  this  is  clearly  evident  from  this  portrait. 

********************************************************************** 
SIXTY  YEARS  ON  THE  THRONE 

Swaziland's  King  Sobhuza  II  marked  his  60th  year  on 
1981.  The  event  was  commemorated  by  gold  and  silver 
only  four  years  to  match  Queen  Victoria 'a  long  reign 
from  1837  to  1901,  64  years. 

********************************************************************** 
GHANA'S  50  CEDIS  NOTE  RECALLED 


the  throne  in 
coins.  He  has 
- she  reigned 


Ghana's  current  50  Cedis  paper  money  was  suddenly  recalled  last 
February  5th  and  will  no  longer  be  legal  tender  after  February  12th. 
Receipts  were  issued  for  each  note  turned  in,  and  redemption  date  for 
these  receipts  is  presently  unknown.  Perhaps  the  receipts  will  be 
yet  another  collector's  item. 

********************************************************************** 
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P AN AM A ' S P EARL  - the  2h  CENTESIMOS 

by  H.  G.  Tom  Grogan 


The  1907  2%  C. 


The  economy  of  the  Republic  of  Panama  in  the  first  decade  of  this 
century  was  such  that  the  issuance  of  the  2^  c,  coin  was  very  feasible. 
For  years  the  purchases  of  food  were  made  in  very  small  amounts  and 
this  coin  fit  the  nation’s  economy. 

In  the  very  first  coin  issue  by  the  new  Republic  one  year  after  its 
break  with  Colombia,  many  denominations  were  struck.  One  of  which  was 
the  small  beautiful  2^  c.  piece,  "Panama  Pearl".  Some  of  you  may  refer 
to  it  as  the  "Pill"-  but  the  proud  Panamanians  are  very  haughty  about 
such  references  to  this  beautiful  work  of  art.  Reputed  to  be  one  of 
the  smallest  coins  of  the  World,  it  contains  in  detail  every  charac- 
teristic of  the  larger  5c,  10c,  25c  and  50  c.  pieces.  The  "pill  or 
pearl"  was  not  only  part  of  the  economic  structure  but  many  were  used 
for  dress  garment  buttons:  jewelry  pieces  of  brooches,  necklaces, 
bracelets,  tie  tacks,  etc,  as  well  as  being  imbedded  in  wood  and  metal 
art  works  for  which  the  natives  are  most  proficient.  But  so  many  were 
used  in  this  manner,  or  lost  because  of  their  small  size,  that  when  the 
next  piece  was  struck  in  1907  it  was  an  entirely  different  design  and 
metal . 

Whereas  the  "Pill  or  Pearl"  issued  in  1904  was  .900  fine  silver  and 
only  10  mm.  in  diameter,  the  1907  coin  was  made  of  copper  nickel  and 
21  mm.  That's  about  the  size  of  a USA  nickel.  The  1904  "Pill  or  Pearl" 
had  the  portrait  of  Vasco  Numez  de  Balboa  which  was  changed  to  the 
2^  numeral  with  7 stars  below.  These  denote  the  7 provinces.  In 
circular  wording  is  "Dos  y Medio  Centesimos  de  Balboa  , the  same  thing 
as  saying  2^  cents  of  a dollar.  On  the  reverse  was  once  again  the 

Coat  of  Arms  which  is  a story  in  itself.  You  also  find  the  7 stars 

again,  the  wording  Republica  de  Panama  and  the  date  at  very  bottom. 

Once  again  in  1916  another  2^5  c.  (Y-2a)  was  struck  and  it  is  exactly 
like  the  1907  coin  in  design,  metal  content  and  size.  Only  the  date 
was  changed . 

Thirteen  years  later,  1929,  another  2^  c.  piece  was  struck.  The  design 
was  changed  again.  Still  made  of  copper  nickel  its  size  was  reduced  to 

18  mm.  Once  again  the  figure  of  Balboa  in  the  soft  plumed  hat  with 

the  wording  "Dios  Ley  Libertad"  meaning. . .God,  Law  and  Liberty  is  on 
the  obverse;  but  the  Coat  of  Arms  is  no  longer  on  the  reverse.  Instead 
the  value  is  inscribed  in  words. 

In  1940  the  last  2^  c.  was  struck,  in  copper  nickel  and  of  18  mm.  but 
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this  time  with  a younger  looking  Balboa  wearing  a hard  or.  Morion  hel- 
met. The  reverse  is  similar  in  wording  to  the  1929  issue. 

But  trouble  was  in  the  making  because  of  the  similarity  of  size  to  the 
USA  dimes  (10  cent  pieces).  Uncle  Sam's  money  and  Panama's  money  pass 
side  by  side  here  and  are  of  equal  value.  So  many  times  in  dark  cabarets, 
or  on  railroad  trains  and  chiva  buses  as  well  as  in  vending  machines 
they  were  passed  off  as  dimes.  Bag  after  bag  of  the  2^  centesimo  coins 
were  collected  and  destroyed  by  melting,  throwing  into  the  oceans,  etc. 

Because  of  the  high  humidity  and  sea  air  on  both  sides  of  the  Isthmus 
these  last  two  issues  were  subjected  to  much  pitting  and  corrosion.  To 
find  an  Unc.  specimen  of  the  1929  issue  is  like  finding  a needle  in  a 
haystack. 

In  the  1950' s they  were  called  in  from  circulation  and  done  away  with 
■by  the  Government  as  they  no  longer  fit  the  economy.  So  its  been  a 
long  time  since  they  could  be  found  in  circulation  and  they  are  nec- 
cessary  in  every  type  and  year  set.  Only  the  1907  and  1916  are  alike. 

All  the  others  are  different. 

A day  is  soon  coming  when  it  will  be  impossible  to  find  one  in  any  con- 
dition. 

********************************************************************** 
MODERN  DUTCH  RIXDOLLAR  OVERSTRUCK 

Silver  Dutch  2-1/2  Guilder  (rixdollars)  (Y62)  of  Queen  Juliana  were 
overstruck  in  1981  to  commemorate  the  100th  International  Hague  Coin 
and  Medal  Exposition.  The  shield  of  The  Hague  (city),  a crowned  stork, 
was  stamped  on  the  coins . 

********************************************************************** 
IRISH  COINS  STRUCK  ON  PAKISTANI  BRASS  BLANKS 


Quite  a few  Irish  Republic  lp  coins  have  been  found  struck  on  brass 
(rather  than  bronze)  planchets.  Derek  Young,  in  a printed  answer  to 
a reader  of  IRISH  NUMISMATICS  if 85 , replies  "It  seems  that  the  British 
Royal  Mint  supplied  these  Pakistani  blanks  to  the  (Irish)  Central 
Bank  Mint  in  error  and  quite  a few  pieces  were  struck  and  got  into 
the  bags  destined  for  the  commercial  banks.  About  £7  each  seems  to 
be  the  going  rate  for  them  at  the  moment."  (Jan-Feb.  '82). 

********************************************************************** 


THREE  REALES  OUT 


In  1535  when  the  Mexico  City  mint  was  opened,  the  Spanish  monarchs 
authorized  the  striking  of  Cuartilla  (1/4R),  1/2,  1,  2 and  3 Reales 
silver  coins.  The  largely  Indian  population  found  the  2 and  3 Reales 
so  confusing  (the  major  difference  being  the  2R  had  2 dots  between 
the  pillars,  the  3R  had  three)  that  they  threw  away  the  3R  coins. 
Results  were  the  Spanish  authorities  just  two  years  later  substituted 
the  4 Reales  which  continued  in  circulation  for  centuries. 
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N U M T S M A T T c F ERTT LI Z E R 
by  Collectors  Research  Ltd. 

Coins  seem  to  be  called  upon  to  fill  a myriad  of  needs  from  being  tem- 
porary fuses  to  bottle  openers  to  baby  pacifiers  to  being  actual  coin- 
age of  the  realm.  Hitler  used  the  coinage  as  a sort  of  stockpile  by 
causing  nickel  coins  to  be  struck  in  the  1930's  and  then  withdrawing 
them  during  World  War  II  so  that  their  metal  might  be  used  in  munitions, 
But  probably  the  most  unusual  use  for  coins  is  as  fertilizer,  with  two 
cases  in  point  and  others  as  possibles. 


Eve1"  wonder  why  many  Italian  brass  and  bronze  coins  of  the  decades  be- 
tween the  Wars  turn  up  in  corroded  condition?  One  explanation  is  that 


Italy’s  bronze  5 and  10  Centesimi  coins  of  the  1930’s 

during  World  War  II,  fertilizer  was  at  a premium  in  Italy  and  coins 
were  pressed  into  emergency  service.  The  idea  was  to  gather  together 
a large  amount  of  the  bronze  and  brass  coins  and  let  them  stand  for 
months  in  water;  this  not  only  soaked  off  the  dirt  but  also  made  a 
certain  type  of  dilute  liquid  fertilizer  with  a copper  base  which  al- 
though definitely  Grade  D,  was  nevertheless  all  that  was  available  in 
many  areas.  Naturally  in  the  spring,  the  fertilizer  could  be  used  and 
the  coins  that  had  been  soaked  could  be  spent  - a boon  to  the  farmers 
although  numismatists  are  not  too  happy  with  some  of  the  corroded  pie- 
ces that  remain. 

The  second  case,  more  recently  took  place  in  New  Zealand.  With  the  in- 
troduction of  decimal  coins  in  1967,  the  older  pieces  based  on  the  pound- 


N.Z.  Bronze  Half  penny 

shilling-pence  system  were  progressively  retired  from  circulation  with 
the  introduction  of  the  new  coinage.  This  is  normal  proceedure  and  we 
had  assumed  that  the  retired  bronze  pieces  would  re-appear  as  the  smal- 
ler one-  and  two-cent  decimals.  However,  if  reports  are  true,  it  seems 
that  a certain  amount  of  these  pieces  were  diverted  from  the  re-coinage 
operation  and  entered  the  market  as  fertilizer.  Bullion  value  even  for 
this  lowly  metal  would  appear  to  be  the  cause-stated  simply,  you  can 
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afford  to  grind  up  a given  weight  of  pennies  and  halfpennies  for  less 
than  you  would  have  to  pay  for  bullion  copper  of  the  same  weight.  The 
processed  copper  is  ground  and  powdered  for  inclusion  in  fertilizer, 
This  situation  is  not  too  restricted  as  many  areas  of  farmland  in  New 
Zealand  are  becoming  known  as  the  Penny  Hills. 

It  seems  improbable  that  these  instances  are  isolated  instances,  each 
being  "discovered"  independently  and  originally.  Probably  coins-as- 
fertilizer  were  used  in  other  areas  and  at  other  times  but  as  yet,  we 
know  of  only  the  two  above.  Do  you  know  of  others? 


************************************************** 
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VARIETY  IN  THE  MAXIMILIAN  CENTAVO  OF  1864 


by  Rogelio  Chart eris  Reyes , former  President  of  the  Socieda.d 
Numismatica  de  Mexico 

(Reprinted  uith  the  permission  of  the  author  from  the  BOLETIN,  No.  86, 
Vol.  XI,  Jccn -Mar  1975) 


Maximilian's  1864  1 centavo 


Lg.  (top)  and  Sm. 
letter  varieties 


Most  of  us  are  familiar  with  the  variety  that  exists  in  the  one  peso 
coin  of  the  Empire  of  Maximillian  known  as  the  "small  letters"  variety. 

It  is  also  known  that  this  coin  is  very  rare;  and,  although  the  reason 
for  the  change  in  size  of  the  letters  in  the  legend  is  unknown,  we  may 
assume  that  it  was  a pattern  that  was  not  accepted. 

Nevertheless,  while  studying  the  coins  of  this  empire,  we  found  that 
on  the  one  centavo  coin  which  was  struck  in  1864  at  the  Mexico  City  Mint 
(only  year  date  and  mint)  there  is  also  a very  notable  difference  in 
the  size  of  the  legend.  In  this  case,  the  variety  might  be  called 
"Large  Letters"  as  you  may  see  by  the  photographs  here.  Although,  the 
main  difference  is  in  the  size  of  the  letters  and  numbers,  there  are 
other  differences  in  the  leaves,  cactus  and  rocks. 

In  the  study  made  of  this  coin,  we  found  that  the  "Large  Letters" 
variety  is  more  difficult  to  come  across;  probably  in  a three  to  one 
ratio. 

********************************************************************* 

On  MONEY,  Johnathan  Swift  said:  "Money  is  the  lifeblood  of  a nation." 
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A REVOLUTIONIST  OUSTED  BY  A REVOLUTION 


by.  Lee  Grossman , San  Antonio,  Texas,  NI  # 1707 


A 40  Franc  Gold  Coins  of  Paris 


In  1824,  Louis  XVIII  died  and  was  succeeded  by  his  brother,  Charles  X. 
Not  only  was  Charles  X the  father  of  the  murdered  Duke  de  Berry,  but 
for  over  thirty  years  he  had  been  the  acknowledged  leader  of  implac- 
able counter-revolution.  As  the  Comte  d'Artois,  Charles  Philippe,  the 
youngest  brother  of  King  Louis  XVI  of  France,  he  had  been  among  the 
first  to  emigrate  from  France  after  the  fall  of  the  Bastille  in  1789. 

He  returned  from  Scotland  to  France  in  1814,  where  he  headed  the  ultra- 
royalist party  of  reaction,  and  he  appeared  as  lieutenant-general  of 
its  kingdom  under  Louis  XVIII. 

The  fifth  son  of  the  dauphin  Louis  and  Maria  Josepha  of  Saxony,  he  was 
born  on  October  9,  1757  at  Versailles,  France.  He  spent  most  of  his 
early  life  in  scandalous  dissipation.  His  service  with  the  French 
Army  at  the  siege  of  Gibraltar  in  1782  was  undertaken  for  distraction 
rather  than  with  serious  concern  for  a military  career.  Eventually 
he  abandoned  his  libertine  life-style  and  directed  his  talents  towards 
politics . 

At  the  death  of  Louis  XIII  in  1824,  Charles  became  king  as  Charles  X. 

He  regarded  himself  as  hereditary  absolute  monarch  by  the  grace  of  God. 

He  had  himself  crowned  at  Rheims  with  all  the  romantic  pomp  of  ages  past, 
and  proceeded  to  stamp  out  not  only  revolutionary  republicanism  but  li- 
beralism and  constitutionalism  as  well.  To  display  his  intention  to 
restore  absolutism,  he  dissolved  the  chambers  in  1830  (on  account  of  a 
disagreement  with  the  deputies),  and  later  suppressed  the  freedom  of  the 
press,  abridged  the  elections,  and  dissolved  the  new  chambers.  His  at- 
tempts to  rule  as  an  absolute  monarch  aroused  so  much  unpopularity  by 
the  upper  bourgeois  class  and  also  by  the  revolutionary  workingmen, 
students  and  intelligensia , that  it  resulted  in  the  three-day  July 
Revolution,  which  drove  him  from  the  capital,  and  placed  Louis  Philippe, 
Duke  of  Orleans,  on  the  throne.  Charles  X,  and  his  queen,  Maria  There- 
sa of  Savoy,  whom  he  married  in  1773,  abdicated  and  went  into  exile  in 
England.  He  took  no  part  in  the  political  intrigues  of  his  adherents 
in  France,  and  moved  to  the  continent.  He  eventually  established  at 
Prague,  where  he  resided  until  shortly  before  his  death  on  November  6, 
1836  at  Gorizia,  Austria  (now  in  Italy). 

Silver  coins  issued  include  the  1/4  Franc  and  the  1/2  Franc  from  1827 
to  1830.  The  1 franc,  2 francs  and  5 francs  were  minted  from  1825  to 
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to  1830.  Gold  coins  issued  were  the  20  Francs  from  1825  to  1830,  and 
the  40  Francs  in  most  years  from  1824  (shown  here)  to  1830. 

As  far  as  is  known,  no  copper  coins  were  issued.  Ole  P.  Fklund  wrote 
that  bronze  coins  were  issued  while  William  D.  Craig  states  that  the 
coins  were  brass.  Both  numismatic  authors  agree  that  the  5 centimes 
were  issued  from  1825  to  1830,  and  the  10  centimes  form  1825  to  1829, 
The  coins  were  issued  only  for  the  French  Colonies,  and  used  only  by 
them. 

Bibliography : 

Craig,  William  D. , COINS  OF  TEE  WORLD  1750-1850 
Eklund , O.P.,  COPPER  COINS  OF  FRANCE 

Krause,  C.  & Mishler,  C.,  STANDARD  CATALOG  OF  WORLD  COINS 

A****************************************************************^^ 

WHAT  DO  I COMMEMORATE? 

by  Wm.  B.  Thompson , NI  #LM-22 

Austria,  2 Vereinsthaler , 1857,  (Y-3) 

Railroad  engines  are  few  and  far  be- 
tween on  coins . They  always  commemor- 
ate the  opening  of  a railroad,  but  this 
coin  goes  a lot  further  in  that  it  means 
RE-opening.  They  changed  the  width  of 
the  tracks  and  installed  a second  set 
of  tracks  to  permit  two-way  traffic. 

The  rails  were  also  extended  south  over 
the  Alps,  joining  the  land-locked 
Austrian  capital,  Vienna,  to  the  Adri- 
atic Sea  and  the  ports  of  Venice  and 
Trieste.  This  is  the  reason  for  the 
ship  opposite  the  railroad  engine. 

Below  the  engine  is  the  crest  of  the 
City  of  Vienna,  while  the  City  Crest 
of  Trieste  is  beneath  the  sailing  ship.  The  lighthouse  with  the  flags 
of  Austria  and  Italy  is  symbolic  of  "light''  and/or  ' progress’  , and 
the  prayer  of  more  trade  from  the  sea.  The  denomination,  2 vereins- 
thalers , is  above  the  lighthouse.  Around  the  pictures  is  the  inscrip- 
tion "VOLLENDUNG  DER  OSTERREICHISCHEN  SUDBAHN  1857".  This  translates 
to  "Completion  of  the  Austrian  Southern  Railway  1857". 

The  reverse  (not  shown)  pictures  the  effigy  of  the  brother  of  the  un- 
crowned Emperor  of  Mexico  (Francis  Joseph,  Emperor  of  Austria,  was 
the  brother  of  Emperador  Maximiliano,  born  Ferdinand  Maximilian 
Joseph).  The  inscription  reads  FRANZ  JOSEPH  I V.G.C.  KAISER  V.  OESTER- 
REICH,  meaning  Franz  Joseph  I,  by  the  grace  of  God,  King  of  Austria. 

Those  of  you  who  would  like  to  add  this  "Austrian  Railroad"  to  your 
collection  need  to  start  saving  now.  Since  there  were  only  1,644 
minted,  they  are  seldom  seen,  and  you  will  not  find  many  priced  under 
$1,000.  If  you  MUST  have  one,  you  will  be  looking  for  an  Austrian  2 
Vereinsthalers  of  1857.  It  is  40mm  in  size  with  a reeded  edge,  minted 
of  .900  fine  silver  and  weighing  in  at  37.0371  grams. 
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T H E _C  0 PP  ER  RO^U  B_L  E OF  1807 
by  Randolph  Zander,  NI  ftHLM 

(and  Editor  of  the  JOURNAL  OF  THE  RUSSIAN  NUMISMATIC  SOCIETY;  from 
whose  JOURNAL  this  article  is  reprinted  with  permission) 3 #3,  6/81. 


Harry  Severin's  No.  2575  is  described  as  a "trial  striking  in  copper, 
unique."  It  is  identical,  except  for  being  in  copper  rather  than  sil- 
ver, to  the  normal  roubles  struck  in  1807  for  circulation,  with  eagle, 
value  and  date  on  the  obverse  and  legend  within  wreath  on  the  reverse. 

C also  Craig  //1 30 . Editor!  . Severin's  source  for  his  entry  is  the  Hess 
1931  auction  catalogue  of  19th  century  duplicates  of  Russian  Museums. 
There,  as  No.  278,  it  is  described  as  a "Kupf erabschlag  des  Rubels,  zu 
(Giel  and  Ilyin)4  Cwhich  is  the  ordinary  silver  ruble  of  that  datel  mit 
Randshrift.  Unikum.  Stempelglanz . " The  coin  fetched  350  Marks  - a tidy 
sum  at  the  nadir  of  the  depression,  and  more  than  most  of  the  Alexander 
I portrait  pattern  rubles  made  in  that  same  auction. 

Ian  Ignatievich  Bekisz,  in  Vol.  I (1960)  of  his  limited-edition  serial 
HYMMSMATH^IECKHE  3AIIHCKH  has  this  to  say  about  HIS  specimen  of  the 
coin:  "Many  years  ago,  in  a wholesale  lot  of  copper  I had  bought,  I 

found  a most  intriguing  coin  - an  1807  ruble  in  copper.  Careful  exami- 
nation convinced  me  the  coin  was  not  a fake:  it's  struck  from  the  regu- 
lar 1807  ruble  dies,  the  edge  inscription  83  1/3  fine  &c)  is  correct 
and  neat;  and  the  piece  gives  a proper  clean  ring,  appropriate  to  a 
struck  copper  piece  of  this  time...  It  must  be  taken  to  be  a rare  essai 
strike  from  the  1807  dies  on  a copper  planchet . It's  hardly  likely  to 
be  a novodel,*  since  the  1807  Ruble  is  abundantly  common.  I find  no 
reference  to  this  copper  piece  in  the  Russian  numismatic  literature..." 

Bekisz  is  correct.  Neither  Giel  and  Ilyin  nor  the  Grand  Duke  George 
Mikhailovitch , nor  any  of  their  predecessors  had  mentioned  it.  Bekisz 
provides  a sharp  rubbing  of  his  piece;  it  is  obviously  uncirculated  or 
nearly  so,  and  of  fine,  official  workmanship. 

The  point  of  all  of  the  foregoing  is  this:  If  Bekisz  (a  man  of  limpid 
probity)  said  he  bought  his  specimen  in  a "wholesale  lot  of  copper 
coins,"  and  if  the  "unique"  Hess  auction  specimen  fetched  DM350,  then 
the  latter  was  wholly  unlikely  to  have  ended  up  as  the  anonymous  piece 
Bekisz  bought.  If  then,  as  seems  likely,  two  specimens  exist,  may  there 
not  somewhere  be  a third  or  even  a fourth? 

*Novodels  were  officially  made  copies,  produced  at  Russian  mints,  either 
as  restrikes  from  original  dies  or  as  copies  from  new  mint-produced  dies. 
And  by  now  all  novodels  are  known  and  the  possibility  of  discovering 
an  unknown  type  is  exceedingly  slim. 
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CONTENTS  OF  THE  NI  REFERENCE  COLLECTION 


(Members  desiring  to  borrow  coins  from  the  collection  for  research 
purposes,  lecture  use,  non-competitive  displays,  or  any  other  reason, 
may  do  so  by  apying  postage  and  insurance  both  directions.) 

Key  to  Listing:  FINE  or  better  for  all  Yeoman  types.  VERY  GOOD  or 
better  for  all  Craig  types.  Underlined  = UNCIRCULATED.  C=  Complete. 

C.  = Complete  with  at  least  one  uncirculated  type.  CX  ( ) = Com- 

plete except  those  listed.  Mints  are  not  listed  unless  multiple  mints 
for  the  particular  year. 

HONG  KONG  (Continued  from  last  month):  Y23  - 1938,  1939H;  Y24  - C; 

Y25  - C;  Y26  - C;  Y27  - C to  1967  X (1964H) ; Y27a  - 1971KN;  Y28  - CX 
(1955,  1957H,  1957KN,  1960H) ; Y28a  - 1974,  1975;  Y29  - CX  (1960, 

1965KN , 1968H,  1970H) ; Y29a  - 1971;  Y30  - C;  Y30a  - 1971H,  1973;  Y33  - 
C to  1978  X (1976). 

HUNGARY:  C66  - C ; Y1  - 1868KB;  Y3  - C;  Y4  - 1888,  Y23  - 1902;  Y24  - 

1893,  1895,  1897,  1903,  1905,  1906,  1909,  1915;  Y25  - 1899,  1908; 

Y27  - 1894,  1907;  Y30  - 1920;  Y32  - 1892;  Y32a  - 1912,  1915;  Y37  - 

1927,  1935,  1936;  Y38  - 1926,  1934,  1938;  Y39  - 1926;  Y41  - 1938; 

Y50  - C;  Y51  - 1943;  Y57  - 1943;  Y58  - 1946;  Y60  - CX  (1950);  Y61  - 
1947;  Y66  - 1947;  Y70  - 1950,  1955,  1961,  1963,  1965,  1971;  Y71  - 

1956,  1957,  1961,  1963,  1964,  1965,  1970;  Y72  - 1961,  1962,  1964, 

1965;  Y72a  - 1968,  1969,  1970,  1978,  1979;  Y73  - 1963,  1964,  1965; 

Y73a  - C to  1979  X (1972,  1973,  1975,  1976,  1977):  Y74  - 1953;  Y75  - 
1952;  Y80  - 1957,  1965;  Y80a  - 1967,  1968,  1969,  1970,  1977,  1979; 

Y81a  - 1964;  Y97  - 1969,  1976,  1978,  1979;  Y98  - 1967;  Y115  - 1970, 
1978;  Y116  - 1971,  1978;  Y117  - 1971,  1972;  Y126  - C. 

ICELAND:  Y1  - 1939,  1940,  1941;  Y2  - CX  (1938);  Y3  - C;  Y4  - CX 

(1922,  1925,  1939/6;  Y5  - 1937,  1940;  Y5a  - C;  Y6  - CX  (1940  Cop.); 

Y7  - 1940;  Yll  - CX  (1966);  Y12  - CX  (1959);  Y13  - CX  (1946,  1958, 
1960,  1965,  1966  plain,  1967,  1969  fine);  Y13a  - 1971;  Y14  - CX 
(1966,  1967);  Y15  - C;  Y15a  - CX  (1966,  1970,  1973  both  var.,  1974, 
1975);  Y16  - C;  Y16a  - CX  (1966);  Y18  - C to  1971;  Y19  - 1967,  1970, 
1971;  Y20  - C;  Y21  - 1970. 

INDIA  - NATIVE  STATES: 

Baroda:  Y32a  - VS  1948. 

Bikanir:  Y18  - 1892. 

Gwalior:  Y46  - VS  1953;  Y49  - VS  1986;  Y50  - VS  1999. 

Hyderabad:  Y46a  - AH1330;  Y48  - 1344. 

Jaipur:  Y19  - 1944. 

Johhpur:  Y40  - Date  off. 

Junagadh:  Y6.2  - VS  1964. 

Kutch:  Y46  - 1920;  Y47  - 1920;  Y55  - 1929;  Y56  - 1929;  Y57  - 1931; 

Y65  - VS  1992;  Y76  - 1944;  Y77  - 1943;  Y78  - VS  1999;  Y79  - 1943, 

VS  2000;  Y80  - VS  1999. 

Pudukkottai:  Y1  - C. 

Tonk:  Y29  - C ; Y29a  - C. 

Travancore:  Y30a  - C;  Y41  - Thin;  Y46a  - ME1116. 

INDIA  - PORTUGUESE:  Y18  - 1901;  Y26a  - C;  Y27  - 1947;  Y28  - 1952; 

Y 34  - CX  (1958);  Y35  - 1958;  Y36  - 1959. 

INDIA  - BRITISH:  Bengal  - C706d  - C;  C718  - C.  Bombay  - C591a  - C; 

C592a  - C.  Madras  - C431  - C. 

(Continued  next  month) 
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BOOK  REVIEWS 

Julius  & Albert  Erbstein.  Vie  Ritter  von  Sohulthess-Reohberg  ' sohe 
Munz-u.  Medaillen-Sammlung . 1868-1869,  C.1974.  Svi,  435,  19,  xii, 

603,  17pp.  No  plates.  Available  at  $50.00  from  Quarterman  Publica- 
tions, 5 South  Union  Street,  Lawrence,  Mass.  01843. 

By  chance  it  recently  came  to  the  attention  of  this  writer  that  a small 
quantity  of  the  above  publication  is  still  available  from  the  publish- 
er, Quarterman  Publications,  Inc.  While  the  publication  is  of  an  old 
and  respected  work,  it  may  have  escaped  the  attention  of  some  younger 
or  newer  collectors  of  German  material  or  Crowns,  and  some  basic  in- 
formation is  for  this  reason  presented  here. 

Numismatist  Randolph  Zander  provides  a brief  but  interesting  intro- 
duction, in  English,  to  this  outstanding  catalog.  Schultess-Rechberg , 
who  was  a Bohemian  nobleman,  assembled  during  the  first  half  of  last 
century  an  outstanding  collection  of  Germanic  talers,  gulden,  and 
related  pieces.  During  the  laster  quarter-century  of  his  life,  he 
set  about  cataloging  his  immense  holdings,  in  meticulous  detail.  Not 
only  did  he  list  the  pieces,  but  he  also  chronicled  the  rulers  under 
whom  they  were  issued,  and  in  over  7500  entries  he  covered  the  Empires, 
Kingdoms,  Spiritual  Lords,  and  the  alphabetical  beginnings  of  the 
Princely  Houses.  Sadly,  his  death  precluded  the  completion  of  his 
plans . 

To  the  rescue  came  Julius  and  Albert  Erbstein,  who  with  a remarkable 
dedication  set  about  cataloging  the  remainder  of  the  collection,  albeit 
for  auction,  but  with  the  purpose  of  covering  the  remaining  items  in 
equivalent  detail.  The  pages  of  this  volume,  well  over  1100  in  num- 
ber, are  a one-volume  facsimile  reprint  of  the  two  magnificent  auction 
catalogs  which  resulted.  In  addition  there  are  alphabetical  indexes, 
for  those  unfamiliar  with  the  old  way  or  organizing  Germanic  items, 
and  for  curiosity's  sake  the  prices  realized  are  included.  They 
boggle  the  mind! 

Obviously  the  publication  of  Davenport's  work  has  filled  some  much- 
needed  informational  needs,  particularly  plates,  in  this  area.  The 
Erbstein  catalogs  remain,  however,  a stunning  example  of  19th  century 
numismatic  scholarship,  an  important  historical  document,  and  an  im- 
portant source  of  reference  on  German  organization  and  chronology. 

While  the  work  is  written  entirely  in  old  German,  it  is  easy  to  use 
even  without  a strong  knowledge  of  that  language.  It  is  recommended 
for  every  serious  student  of  German  numismatics,  Crowns,  and  early 
auction  history. 


Reviewed  by  R.  Paul  Nadin-Davis 


T.  V.  Buttrey,  Ann  Johnston,  K.  M.  MacKenzie  and  M.  L.  Bates.  Arch- 
eological exploration  of  Sardis:  mgr.  7:  Greek 3 Roman  and  Islamic 
coins  from  Sardis.  Harvard  University  Press  1981,  pp . 274,  pi.  10, 
case  bound,  $30.00. 
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The  archeological  exploration  of  Sardis,  initiated  as  a jointproject 
of  Harvard  and  Cornell  Universities  in  1958,  has  so  far  resulted  in 
the  publication  of  two  reports  (major  monuments:  sculpture)  and  a 

series  of  seven  monographs,  mainly  on  selected  series  of  the  artifacts 
recovered  in  the  excavations.  The  present  monograph  is  concerned  with 
coins  and  these  range  from  the  Ancient  Greek  period  to  the  19th.  cen- 
tury. Over  1100  Roman  coins,  principally  fourth  century  bronzes,  form 
the  largest  group;  but  the  400  Greek  coins  demonstrate  an  interesting 
spectrum  that  adds  to  our  understanding  of  the  local  circulation  of 
bronze  coinage  in  the  Ancient  World.  The  section  on  Byzantine  coins 
is  essentially  a series  of  additions  to  the  previous  monograph  on  Byz- 
antine coins  found  in  the  Sardis  excavations,  but  there  follows  a 
small  and  interesting  group  of  forty  one  ancient  lead  pieces.  In  the 
last  section  of  the  book  some  500  Islamic  coins  found  on  this  site  are 
catalogued.  Fifty  three  coins  were  issued  by  a range  of  local  dynasts 
during  the  pre-Ottoman  period  (Anatolian  Beyliks) : the  remainder  are 
Ottoman  coins  among  which  a broad  spectrum  is  represented.  The  mat- 
erial published  in  the  book  is  laid  out  clearly  and  the  significance 
of  the  various  finds  is  discussed.  The  authors  are  not  dealing  here 
with  hoards  of  precious  metal,  but  essentially  with  the  small  value 
coin  of  everyday  usage  - coins  that  were  handled  frequently  and  occas- 
ionally lost.  This  publication  provides  an  important  description  of 
the  spectrum  of  coin  used  in  the  everyday  local  commerce  of  a west 
Turkish  town  through  a period  of  some  two  millenia. 

Reviewed  by  M.  B.  Mitchiner 


Serge  Pelletier.  CANADIAN  TRADE  DOLLARS  CHECK  LIST  - MARCH  1982. 

4"  x 6"  pocket-sized,  44pp.  Available  from  Bonavita  Ltd.,  P.  0.  Box 
11447,  Station  H,  Nepean,  Ontario,  Canada,  K2H  7V1.  $1.75. 

This  latest  check  list  on  Canadian  Trade  Dollars  has  a complete  list- 
ing by  province  and  under  each  province  alphabetically  by  issuing 
municipality  of  all  municipal  Canadian  trade  dollars  (over  700  issues) 
25q,  50C,  $2.00  and  $2.50  trade  pieces  are  also  included.  However, 
trade  notes  are  not  included.  Major  die  varieties  are  listed  as 
separate  entries.  Off  metal  types  such  as  gold  plated,  silver  or 
gold  specimens  are  not  listed.  Valuations  are  not  given.  A bracket 
before  each  entry  enables  the  collector  to  check  off  what  he  has  in 
his  or  her  collection. 

This  little  booklet,  which  fits  in  a shirt  pocket,  is  ideal  for  carry- 
ing in  purse  or  pocket  to  a coin  show,  club  meeting,  to  a dealer’s 
store,  or  anywhere  where  there  is  hope  of  finding  trade  dollars  the 
collector  needs . 

In  1979  Serge  Pelletier,  now  21  and  in  the  Canadian  Army,  issued  the 
first  listing  of  municipal  Canadian  Trade  Dollars  ever  attempted.  In 
1980  Charlton  Press  published  his  illustrated  Canadian  Trade  Dollar 
Guide.  A new  edition  of  this  guide  is  expected  before  the  end  of  1982 

The  check  list  is  well  laid  out,  complete,  and  easy  to  follow.  It  is 
ideal  for  collectors  who  want  to  collect  the  trade  dollars  of  a single 
province  as  well  as  the  whole  series. 

Reviewed  by  Jerome  H.  Remick 
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BOOK  NEWS  (not  reviews) 


In  this  new  department  for  the  NI  BULLETIN , we  will  publish  information 
on  new  books  or  reprints  periodically  as  we  receive  information.  Re- 
viewers are  invited  to  send  us  reviews  of  books  listed  in  this  section 
for  publication  in  the  BOOK  REVIEWS  section. 


THE  COMPLETE  ENCYCLOPEDIA  OF  MEXICAN  PAPER  MONEY.  Krause  Publications 
recently  announced  the  availability  of  this  new  reference  of  Mexican 
paper  money  by  Duane  D.  Douglas,  Claudio  Verrey  and  Alverto  Hidalgo, 
edited  by  Colin  R.  Bruce  II.  It  is  368  pages,  8-1/2"  x 11"  format 
and  is  available  from  Krause  Publications  and  coin  dealers  who  handle 
books  for  $22.50  postpaid.  A detailed  review  is  invited. 


DICTIONARY  OF  ROMAN  COIN  INSCRIPTIONS.  Sanford  J.  Durst  announced 
the  latest  edition  of  this  work  by  Stewart  J.  Westdal.  The  3 separate 
prior  editions  of  1971,  1973  and  1977  were  under  the  title  A GUIDEBOOK 
FOR  THE  IDENTIFICATION  OF  ROMAN  COIN  INSCRIPTIONS.  This  new  edition 
has  been  greatly  expanded,  according  to  Durst,  with  about  30%  more 
pages  of  inscriptions,  now  totaling  over  5000.  It  will  be  available 
in  July  1982  and  a prepublication  price  of  $8.00  has  been  set.  Upon 
issuance  it  will  retail  for  $10.00.  Inquiries  should  be  directed  to 
Sanford  J.  Durst,  170  East  61st  St.,  New  York,  N.Y.  10021. 

Durst  also  has  available  Severin  Icard's  DICTIONARY  OF  GREEK  COIN 
INSCRIPTIONS  (600  pages)  which  is  hardbound  and  sells  for  $42.50. 


Durst  Publications  recently  issued  a new  catalog  of  their  book  port- 
folio and  other  major  coin  book  listings.  The  32  page  catalogs  de- 
scribes in  detail  all  of  the  Durst  published  books,  now  over  50  in 
number.  In  addition,  a list  of  over  50  titles  projected  for  publi- 
cation in  the  1982-1983  period  is  divulged. 

A list  of  special  offerings  of  over  30  out-of-print  coin  books  at  re- 
duced prices,  complete  list  of  Spink  & Son  Ltd.  books,  Seaby  books 
are  included  as  well,  as  a selected  list  of  over  150  basic  numismatic 
reference  of  other  publishers  in  all  areas  of  interest. 

This  very  extensive  catalog  is  available  for  75c>  to  defray  cost  of 
postage.  Also  available,  for  the  specialist,  catalogs  on  U.S.  and 
Canadian  Numismatic  books  (over  200)  0 .50q,  foreign  numismatic  books 
(over  500)  0 .75q,  ancient  and  medieval  numismatic  books  (over  300)  0 
.75c.  All  four  catalogs  are  available  as  a package  at  $2.00  to  cover 
postage  costs. 

********************************************************************* 

GOLD  OR  NOTHING:  Greek  mercenary  soldiers  refused  to  serve  the  Pharaoh 

in  Egypt  unless  they  were  paid  in  gold  coins.  379  BC  saw  the  first 
Egyptian  gold  coins! 
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MEMBER  NOTICE  PAGE 

Gerald  Easton,  P.  0.  Box  491,  Camas,  WA  98607:  WANTED  - Nepal  2 Paisa 

YA41a  1999  S.E.;  Nepal  1 Rupee  Y48  1999  S.E.;  and  Hyderabad  1 Rupee 
Y63  1361  A.H.,R.Y.  31.  Write  with  your  offer  or  send  on  approval. 

Jayant  J.  Ruparel,  P.  0.  Box  42882,  Nairobi,  Kenya:  WANTED  - Following 

coins  of  Uganda:  Hosch  Numbers  3,  4,  5,  6,  7 and  8 and  Proof  Sets 

of  Uganda.  Please  write  before  sending. 

Dale  Seppa,  103  Sixth  Avenue  North,  Virginia,  MN  55792:  Wanted  - 

the  following  publications  to  complete  a segment  of  my  research  lib- 
rary. Cordry  & Craig  International  Pricelists  Nos.  2,  3,  4,  6,  7, 

8,  9,  12  and  13.  Freeman  Craig  & Company  Pricelists  Nos.  32,  39, 

42,  45,  48,  54  and  58.  Am  willing  to  purchase  outright  at  any  fair 
price  or  will  trade  my  duplicate  auction  catalogs,  coins  or  bank 
notes . 

Carling  Gresham,  P.  0.  Drawer  580,  Pomona  Park,  Fla.  32081:  WANTED  - 

Anything  written  by  or  about  Jose  Toribio  Medina.  Conducting  census 
of  numismatic  works  for  bio-bibliography  for  NI  BULLETIN.  Owners’ 
names,  addresses  unnecessary;  just  title  or  C-S  number  and  condition. 

I will  purchase  any  items  for  sale,  including  Borchert  reprints,  but 
no  recent  reprints,  please. 

ATTRIBUTION  SERVICE:  The  NI  attribution  committee  will  accept,  from 

NI  members  only,  any  numismatic  item,  whether  paper,  metal  or  what- 
ever for  attribution.  We  must  limit  the  items  to  a TOTAL  OF  SIX  (6) 
MAXIMUM.  The  cost  is  just  advance  payment  of  return  postage,  includ- 
ing sufficient  for  insurance  or  registration,  if  desired.  Send  to 
NI  Attribution  Committee,  Box  57,  Saugatuck  Station,  Westport,  Conn. 
06880,  U.S.A.  Please  include  your  name,  full  address  and  NI  member- 
ship number. 

Member  Notice  Page : This  page  has  been  fully  subscribed  only  two 

times  so  far  during  1982.  If  you  have  not  tried  it  for  your  needs,  we 
suggest  you  do  so  as  many  tell  us  they  get  excellent  results.  About 
the  only  rules  are  NO  FOR  SALE  items  and  in  months  when  the  page  is 
oversubscribed,  we  will  give  priority  to  research  type  notices  over 
Wanted  type  notices.  Send  us  your  notice  for  the  August  issue  now. 

********************************************************************* 


NEW  PHILIPPINE  OVERPRINTED  BANK  NOTES 


The  2 Piso  note  of  the  Tagalog  language  series  is  overprinted  to  the 
right  of  center  with  the  Papal  Arms  to  commemorate  the  visit  of  Pope 
John  Paul  II  in  February  1981.  Also,  the  10  Piso  of  the  same  series 
is  overprinted  with  the  bust  of  President  F.  Marcos  and  appropriate 
legend  commemorating  his  inauguration  on  June  30,  1981.  (BARILLA, 
July-Dee.  1981  issue) 

********************************************************************* 

On  MONEY,  D.  Bouhours  said:  "Money  is  a good  servant,  but  a poor  master 
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